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were to be proposed to the Khedive by the Council, whose
advice was to be acted upon.

This arrangement might have had a healthy influence on
Egyptian government if it had not been for the preponderance
of European influence in a purely domestic affair. For Nubar
proposed the appointment of two European ministers to this
first responsible Ministry of Modern Egypt: Sir Rivers
Wilson as Minister of Finance and De Bligni&res as Minister
of Public Works; and Ismail was obliged to accept them.

The Nubar Ministry reflected all the elements of future
discord and trouble. Nubar, supported by the European
governments, was always at variance with the Khedive; Sir
Rivers Wilson was most exacting; and the European Ministry,
as it was called by Egyptians, was most obnoxious to national
sentiment. No wonder therefore that there was a fermentation
of national feeling in the country. Complaints against the
Ministry poured in from all sides. Discontent arid indignation
were rife everywhere, and especially among the enlightened
classes. Nationalist meetings began to be held, secretly at first
and then openly, to protest against the Ministry.

On 18 February 1879 a serious military riot broke out in
Cairo in consequence of reductions made in the army, by
which about 2,500 officers were put on half-pay, without
receiving the arrears due to them. About a hundred armed
officers, followed by the crowd and a number of soldiers,
assembled in a state of turmoil near the Ministry of Finance.
When they saw Nubar driving into the Ministry, they sur-
rounded his cab and insulted and rough-handled him.
Presently Sir Rivers Wilson came along, and when he saw
what was happening to Nubar came to his rescue; but the
crowd stopped him, clutched him by his beard and shut him
up with Nubar and Riad in a room in the upper story of the
. Ministry, The officers then occupied the Ministry building
and threatened the European officials.

When the Consuls heard of what had happened they
approached the Khedive, who at once arrived at the Ministry.
Hfe appearance was enough to inspire fear and respect in the
hems of the rioters. " If you are my officers/' said the Khediye,
"you are bound by your oath to obey me; if you refuse, I will
have you &#ept away/' They obeyed, but with some reluctance